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Cottesloe needs

to build its

national status
Of Australia’s 11,761 beaches, 

Cottesloe sits among the top 
fi ve most recognisable iconic 
modern beaches, alongside 
Bondi in NSW, Surfers Paradise 
in Queensland and Brighton 
beach – with its bathing boxes 
– on the Mornington Peninsula 
in Victoria.

Foremost when considering 
the Minderoo Group’s proposed 
“reimagining” of the Indiana 
site would be a sensible set-
back for any new building on 
the Indiana site from the mean 
high tide mark.

Just as vital is the recogni-
tion that the fi nished product 
will have the potential to enjoy 
Opera House status as an evolv-
ing national statement.

While Australia has 310 surf 
lifesaving clubs dotted along 
the coast and a few large public 
structures – such as the Bondi 
Icebergs Club’s facilities and 
seawater pool – no site is worthy 
of greater focus than Cottesloe.

Given the level of national 
interest and, in time, increased 
international tourism exposure, 
it would be appropriate for the 
new building to include the 
site’s intrinsic social, heritage, 
Indigenous, cultural and coastal 
elements, refl ecting all that is 
quintessentially Australian.

I do think the site needs much 
more thought and many more 
options.

This should be a signifi cant 
Australian statement – a na-
tional landmark.

The site is too valuable for 
anything less. 

Brad Farmer
(author of 101 Best Australian Beaches)

Dover Court, Mosman Park

Accountability deserves attention
As I read the law, a council 

is a governing body and thus 
accountable for the decisions 
its staff make.

A political dispute about this 
is gathering pace.

At issue is the fl uid boundary 
between the responsibility of a 
council and that of the CEO it 
employs.

I say that in law it is crystal 
clear that it is solely the council 
– the body of councillors – that 
is responsible for governing, 
through the policies it sets.

It is also clear that there is a 
big difference between what the 
law says and how local govern-
ments actually operate.

The POST should be congratu-
lated for bringing to the com-
munity’s attention the impact 
when this law is not enforced, 
since open and accountable 
government is fundamental 
to democracy (Drastic changes 
‘threaten’ councillors, POST, 
July 20).

A lack of accountability – in 
part the effect of the social 
media revolution – is one of 
the most damaging changes oc-
curring in democracies around 
the world and it deserves our 
serious attention.

Malcolm Mummery
Keightley Road, Shenton Park

Woodside confident Burrup rock

art and industry can coexist
I refer to the opinion piece, 

Rock art may be gone in a genera-
tion (POST, July 20).

It rightly draws attention 
to the extraordinary cultural 
and heritage value of the rock 
art on the Burrup Peninsula 
(Murujuga).

The art has resulted in the 
area being added to the national 
heritage list and put forward by 
the state government for world 
heritage listing, a proposal that 
Woodside supports. 

Woodside has successfully op-
erated its liquefi ed natural gas 
(LNG) facilities on the Burrup 
for more than 30 years.

The article is wrong to de-
scribe those facilities as faulty.

In fact, we are proposing to 
invest billions in these proven 
LNG facilities in order to 
continue safely and reliably 
processing Australia’s gas re-
sources for decades.

In February, the state govern-

ment introduced the Burrup 
Rock Art Monitoring Strategy 
to guide the protection of the 
rock art, including the estab-
lishment of a scientifically 
credible monitoring program 
and a risk-based approach to 
the management of impacts to 
the rock art.

Woodside is proud of the 
relationships with traditional 
owners that we have built over 
the decades.

By continuing to work with 
the Murujuga Aboriginal 
Corporation, the state and 
federal governments, com-
munity groups and other 
industry through the state’s 
Murujuga Rock Art Stakeholder 
Reference Group, we are confi -
dent the successful coexistence 
of industry and heritage can 
continue well into the future.

Meg O’Neill 
chief operations offi  cer, Woodside 

Energy Ltd
Mount Street, Perth

Keeping a wary eye on Marg
It was such a surprise when I 

nearly bumped into this tawny 
frogmouth in an allocasuarina 
tree in the Underwood Avenue 
bush, in Shenton Park.

Maybe she was a female.
She wasn’t giving much 

away, but while pretending 
to be a branch, she had one 
eye on me.

Several years ago a pair 
nested in a coral tree over a 
playground in Lawler Park, 
opposite the Underwood bush.

The nest is built by both 
parents, but, as Gisela Kaplin 
writes in her marvellous book, 
Tawny Frogmouth, “with the 
exception perhaps of pigeons, 

tawny frogmouths may well be 
regarded as the least accom-
plished among nest-building 
birds”.

The prospective parents just 
bring sticks and leaves and 
place them down on the fork 
of a tree without any effort at 
weaving. 

They shape the pile into a 
nest just by walking over the 
sticks.

Such construction can take 
up to four weeks before the 
female can lay her eggs.

The nesting effort in Lawler 
Park produced three wonder-
ful little chicks.

Margaret Owen
Daglish Street, Wembley

The tawny fogmouth is ready for her close-up. Photo: Margaret Owen
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